Chapter   IV*

SOME CURRENT CONCEPTS OF CULTURES
1.   Number of Cultures

Contacts of cultures naturally postulates plurality of
cultures; there must be more than one. How many are
they?

There seems to be no agreement about it. Generally
speaking, two major civilizations are recognised, the Eastern
or Oriental and the Western or Occidental Clark Wisler
recognised three major civilizations, the Eastern, the West-
ern and the Middle-American, the last representing the civili-
zation of the people of the New World, of North America
and South America, before the advent of the European or
Western civilization.1 Oswald Spengler described nine great
civilizations, the Arabian, the Babylonian, the Chinese, the
Classical (Greek and Roman) the Egyptian, the Indian, the
Mexican, the Russian and the Western.2 Arnold J. Toynbee
distinguished two " species" in the " genus " of " societies ";
" civilizations " and " primitive societies ". Of the former,
there were twenty-one, and of the latter over six hundred
and fifty.3

Like the classification of plants and animals into phyla,
orders genera and species^ and varieties, cultures also are
divided and subdivided into smaller units. For instance,
Western civilization is often sub-divided into the British,
the Gaelic, the German etc. Oriental civilization is often
sub-divided into the Japanese, the Chinese, the Indian

"      1.   Wisler, MAN AND CULTURE, p. 241.

2.   Hoyland, HISTORY AS DIRECTION, p. 21.

3,   Toynbee, THE STUDY OF HISTORY, VoL I, p, 148.
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